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Freight Network: Southern Rivers and GIWW StrongPorts 
Workshop 

 
Objective: Form a Coalition to Increase Freight along M-10/GIWW 

 
Longfellow Civic Center:  

122 Court Street  
Bay St. Louis, Mississippi 39520 

Agenda 
 
 

Thursday, February 22 8:30 am -3:00 pm 
 
8:30 AM  Welcome Remarks 
 
Jim Murphy, Maritime Administration 
Aimee Andres, Inland Rivers, Ports & Terminals, Inc. 
Beau Gex, Hancock County Port Commission 
Amy Miller, Port of Pensacola and President of Gulf Ports Association of America 
Jim Stark, Gulf Intracoastal Canal Association 
 
8:45 AM  Overview of the National, State and Regional Funding and Programs 

• Maritime Administration and other DOT programs (Marine Highways, TIGER, 
Infra, Small Shipyard, TIFIA, STP, CMAQ, etc.) 

o Fred Jones  
o Travis Black  

  
• Other Federal and State Opportunities (USDA, EDA, etc.) 

o Libby Ogard, Prime Focus  
 
9:30 AM  State Freight Plans and how the Waterways are incorporated into 
State Capitalization programs 

• Robby Burt, Mississippi Department of Transportation  
• Connie Porter Betts, Louisiana Department of Transportation 

 
10:15     Break 
 
10:30 AM Port Strategic Planning, Improvements and Networking Opportunities 

• Judith Adams, Alabama State Port Authority  
• Amy Miller, Port of Pensacola  
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11:00 AM Market Analysis Tips and Experiences___________________________________ 

• James Murphy, MARAD 
• Aimee Andres, IRPT 

 
Working lunch sponsored by: Basin Commerce 
 
11:30 Working Lunch: Market Needs (Challenges and 
Opportunities) 
 

• Kristi App, JW Allen  
• Cole Bernstein Trosclair, CH Powell 
• Jay Moon, Mississippi Manufacturing Association  
• Brian Jones, Nucor Steel  
• Amendi Stephens, Amazing Alabama (invited) 

 
1:15 PM Break 
 
1:30 PM Industry Experiences, Opportunities and Challenges________________________ 
 

• Greg Johnson, Port of Greater Baton Rouge, Marine Highways  
• Don Brinkman, Port of Lake Charles, TIGER  
• Cindy Cutrera, Port of Morgan City, Port Security  

2:00 PM Waterborne Commerce Statistics Center, Tom Podany, Director _____________ 
• Tonnage Reporting 
• Port Boundary Recognition 

 

2:30 PM Break 

2:40 PM Container on Barge: (Challenges and Opportunities) 
 

• Patrick Jefferson, Virginia Port Authority  
• Richard Teubner, Seacor, AMH  

 

Objective: Coalition to form a COB Project Designation along M-10/GIWW? 
 
4:00 PM END 


