
Good Day Everyone: 

Just a quick note on bridges:  Everything you need to know about Great Lakes bridges is placed in Coast 
Pilot 6 along with a ton of data on the local harbors. 

Some examples: 

What time will Coast Guard Sector Lake Michigan read Broadcast Notice to Mariners?  That is in Coast 
Pilot 6 (CP6) on page 517. 

Can you name all the Coast Guard Stations? You could if you looked on page 516. 

What is the definition of a navigable waterway?   You would know that if you looked on page 151. 

Did you know in the Maumee River that speed limits are established by the City of Toledo Division of 
Streets, Harbors, and Bridges?  You would if you looked on page 261. 

Can you describe an articulated daybeacon?  You sure can, just read page 11 first. 

What is the phone number for all Great Lakes Pilot offices?  Look on page 519. 

Do you know the average airspeed of a North American House Sparrow?   Well that is not in CP6, but 
bridge clearances and schedules are! 

If a waterway has more than three bridges, you will see this: 
 

 



 

If a waterway has three or less bridges, it will be in a descriptive paragraph like this: 
 

 

The official naming convention for bridges is the bridge name, mile number, and waterway crossed.  In 
the event two or more bridges have the same name, mariners can easily identify the correct bridge by 
the mile number.   This is why all Broadcast Notice to Mariners announcers read the bridge mile number 
over the radio. 

Example: The Mason Street Bridge at Mile 2.27 over the Fox River is actually the Tillman Memorial 
Bridge at Mile 2.27 over the Fox River.  

Problems at the CSX Railroad Bridge at Mile 11.38 over the Maumee River or the CSX Railroad Bridge at 
Mile 1.07 over the Maumee River can make a huge difference and affect commerce very differently.  
Therefore, it is important that all three pieces of information be provided.  

We get several phone calls during the summer that a mariner is having problems getting a bridge to 
open but telling us “I’m on the river at the railroad bridge” does not let us know where the problem is. 

Railroads and Highways have mile numbers but those are not used in official correspondence or notices 
to mariners since they are not published in official nautical publications or charts.  

All bridges are required to open on signal unless they have received an authorization for an alternative 
schedule.   Permanent schedules can be found in 33 CFR 117, a copy can be found in Chapter 2 of the 
Coast Pilot.  If you look at the bottom of the bridge matrix in CP6 you will see a note referring you to 
Chapter 2. 



The signal to open a bridge is universal and can be found in 33 CFR 117.5 and 33 CFR 117.15 (b) (3) The 
sound signal to request the opening of a draw is one prolonged blast followed by one short blast 
sounded not more than three seconds after the prolonged blast.  Unless a temporary or permanent, 
deviation is awarded by the District Commander and advertised in 33 CFR 117 and/or the Local Notice to 
Mariners and/or Broadcast Notice to Mariners. 

Cannot find a waterway?  There is an Index of islands and waterways starting on page 525. 

If you get bored with bridges there is a complete copy of the Navigation Rules starting on page 487. 

Coast Pilot is corrected weekly in the LNM.  The edition is updated yearly.  You can go here to see the 
current edition and projected update month and year:  
U.S. Office of Coast Survey (noaa.gov) 

The Coast Pilot can be downloaded in whole or by chapter (for free); each Great lake has its own chapter 
here:  
U.S. Office of Coast Survey (noaa.gov) 

A printed a bound copy of Coast Pilot is available from most marine dealers that sell charts or various 
online dealers have the book available including some of the most prominent dealers in books. 

Please contact us with any questions or concerns: 
Blair Stanifer   (216) 902-6086 or William.B.Stanifer@uscg.mil 
Lee Soule   (216) 902-6085 or Lee.D.Soule@uscg.mil  
Michael Walker             (216) 902-6087 or Michael.O.Walker2@uscg.mil 
FAX:    (216) 902-6088 
 
Commander (dpb) 
Ninth Coast Guard District 
1240 E. 9th St. Room 2047B 
Cleveland, Ohio  44199-2001 
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