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Federal Funding Opportunities for Infrastructure: 

The U.S. Department of Transportation offers an applicant toolkit for the Rural 
Opportunities to Use Transportation for Economic Success (ROUTES) Initiative at the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. The Toolkit provides user-friendly information and 
resources to enhance rural applicants’ familiarity with the Department’s discretionary grant 
programs and the funding process. 

https://www.transportation.gov/rural/routes/usdot-discretionary-grant-funding-matrix-0 

 

Port Infrastructure Development Program Discretionary Grants (PIDP): 

• $450 million is available for each of the next 5 years for port improvements through 
PIDP. $112.5 million each year for the next 5 years is set aside for small projects. 

New funding program as of 2019, set aside created in 2021 for small projects at small ports. 

Eligible applicants:  

• Port,  
• State,  
• Special purpose transportation district, and  
• owners or operators together with one of the above. 
 

 For projects that will improve the safety, efficiency or reliability of the movement of 
goods into, out of, around or within a port. 

 Funds can be used for making capital improvements, including to piers, wharves, docks, 
terminals, and similar structures used principally for the movement of goods, acquiring, 
improving, repairing, or maintaining transportation or physical infrastructure, buildings, 
or equipment. 

NOFO announced January-March timeframe with applications due 60 days after. 

 

 

http://www.irpt.net/


The Rural Surface Transportation Grant Program (RURAL)  

• $300 million available for 2022 

RURAL was created in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and will support projects to 
improve and expand the surface transportation infrastructure in rural areas to increase 
connectivity, improve the safety and reliability of the movement of people and freight, and 
generate regional economic growth and improve quality of life.  

 Eligible projects for Rural grants include highway, bridge, and tunnel projects that 
help improve freight, safety, and provide or increase access to an agricultural, 
commercial, energy, or transportation facilities that support the economy of a rural 
area.  

10% of funding, or $30 million is set aside for small projects (defined as under $25 million). 

 

Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity 
(RAISE), formerly BUILD, formerly TIGER: 

• $1.5 billion is available for the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE); 

RAISE grants are for planning and capital investments in surface transportation 
infrastructure and are to be awarded on a competitive basis for projects that will have a 
significant local or regional impact. RAISE funding can support roads, bridges, transit, rail, 
ports or intermodal transportation. 

The Department seeks to fund projects under the RAISE Program that reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and are designed with specific elements to address climate change impacts. 
Specifically, the Department is looking to award projects that align with the President’s 
greenhouse gas reduction goals, promote energy efficiency, support fiscally responsible land 
use and transportation efficient design, increase use of lower-carbon travel modes such as 
transit and active transportation, incorporate electrification or zero emission vehicle 
infrastructure, increase climate resilience, support domestic manufacturing, incorporate 
lower-carbon pavement and construction materials, reduce pollution, and recycle or 
redevelop brownfield sites. 

NOFO announced January-March timeframe with applications due 60 days after. 

 

 

 

 



Infrastructure for Rebuilding America program (INFRA): 

 $7.25 billion 2022-2024 

Eligible applicants:  

1. State or a group of States. 
2. A metropolitan planning organization that serves an urbanized area (as defined 

by the Bureau of the Census) with a population of more than 200,000 individuals. 
3. A unit of local government or a group of local governments. 
4. A political subdivision of a State or local government. 
5. A special purpose district or public authority with a transportation function, 

including a port authority. 
6. A Federal land management agency that applies jointly with a State or group of 

States. 
7. A Tribal government or a consortium of Tribal governments. 
8. A multistate corridor organization. 
9. A multistate or multijurisdictional group of entities described in this paragraph. 
 

 For projects will improve safety, generate economic benefits, reduce congestion, 
enhance resiliency, and hold the greatest promise to eliminate supply chain bottlenecks 
and improve critical freight movements. 

NOFO announced January-March timeframe with applications due 60 days after. 

 

Port Security Grants: 

The Port Security Grant Program (PSGP) is one of four grant programs that constitute the 
DHS/Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA’s) focus on transportation 
infrastructure security activities. These grant programs are part of a comprehensive set of 
measures authorized by Congress and implemented by DHS to help strengthen the Nation’s 
critical infrastructure against potential terrorist attacks. The PSGP provides funds to state, 
territory, local, and private sector partners to support increased port-wide risk management 
and protect critical surface transportation infrastructure from acts of terrorism. 

Eligible applicants include, but are not limited to, port authorities, facility operators, and 
state and local government agencies. A facility operator owns, leases or operates any 
structure or facility of any kind located in, on, under or adjacent to any waters subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States. Examples of facility operators include, but are not limited 
to, terminal operators, ferry systems, bar/harbor pilots and merchant’s exchanges. 

2021 Notice of funding: https://www.irpt.net/fiscal-year-2021-port-security-grant-program-
psgp/  

NOFO announced March-April timeframe with applications due 30 days after. 

https://www.irpt.net/fiscal-year-2021-port-security-grant-program-psgp/
https://www.irpt.net/fiscal-year-2021-port-security-grant-program-psgp/


The National Infrastructure Project Assistance (MEGA) program  

• $1 billion available for 2022 

MEGA was created in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to fund major projects that are too 
large or complex for traditional funding programs. The program will provide grants on a 
competitive basis to support multijurisdictional or regional projects of significance that may 
also cut across multiple modes of transportation. Eligible projects could include highway, 
bridge, freight, port, passenger rail, and public transportation projects of national and 
regional significance. These could be bridges or tunnels connecting two states; new rail and 
transit lines that improve equity and reduce emissions; and freight hubs integrating ship, 
train and truck traffic while improving environmental justice. DOT will award 50 percent of 
funding to projects greater than $500 million in cost, and 50 percent to projects greater than 
$100 million but less than $500 million in cost. The program will receive up to $1 billion this 
year alone and be able to provide multi-year funding to projects.   

 

Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-
Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program 

formerly, the FAST Act, $250 million for each 2022 and 2023, and $300 million for each 
2024, 2025, and 2026 are available through a new program that IIJA directs the Secretary of 
Transportation to establish is the Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, 
Efficient, and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. 

Eligible projects include the use of natural infrastructure or construction or modification of 
storm surge, flood protection, or aquatic ecosystem restoration elements related to highway 
projects, public transportation facilities, intercity rail facilities or service, or port facilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Truck Emissions Reduction Study and Grant at Port Facilities 

(new) $50 million for each year 2022-2026 will be made available through a new program 
(to be created) to establish and carry out a program to reduce truck idling at port facilities, 
including grants to fund projects that reduce truck emissions at ports; 

Under this program, the Secretary must study how ports and intermodal port transfer 
facilities would benefit from emissions reductions opportunities, including port operations 
electrification, and study emerging technologies and strategies to reduce idling truck 
emissions. 

DOT must then coordinate and provide grant funding to test, evaluate, and deploy projects 
to reduce idling truck emissions, including port electrification and efficiency improvements 
particularly from heavy-duty vehicles. Grant funding will be available for up to 80% of 
eligible project cost. Awards will be treated as Federal-aid Highway Program projects. 
Additional funding eligibility and considerations will apply. 

DOT must submit a report detailing the status and effectiveness of the program, 
recommendations for workforce development and training opportunities with respect to port 
electrification, and policy recommendations, no later than one year after all funded projects 
are complete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federal-aidessentials/federalaid.cfm


Strengthening Mobility and Revolutionizing Transportation (SMART) 

The purpose of this notice is to solicit applications for Strengthening Mobility and 
Revolutionizing Transportation (SMART) grants. Funds for the fiscal year (FY) 2022 
SMART Grants Program are to be awarded on a competitive basis to conduct 
demonstration projects focused on advanced smart city or community technologies and 
systems to improve transportation efficiency and safety. 

Priorities of the program: 

 Safety and reliability: Improve the safety of systems for pedestrians, bicyclists, and the 
broader traveling public. Improve emergency response.  

 Resiliency: Increase the reliability and resiliency of the transportation system, 
including cybersecurity and resiliency to climate change effects.  

 Equity and access: Connect or expand access for underserved or disadvantaged 
populations. Improve access to jobs, education, and essential services.  

 Climate: Reduce congestion and/or air pollution, including greenhouse gases. 
Improve energy efficiency.  

 Partnerships: Contribute to economic competitiveness and incentivize private sector 
investments or partnerships, including technical and financial commitments on the 
proposed solution. Demonstrate committed leadership and capacity from the 
applicant, partners, and community.  

 Integration: Improve integration of systems and promote connectivity of 
infrastructure, connected vehicles, pedestrians, bicyclists, and the broader traveling 
public. 

Applications must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. EST on Friday, November 18, 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Small Shipyard Grants 

Under the Small Shipyard Grant Program, there are grants available for capital and related 
improvements to qualified shipyard facilities that will be effective in fostering efficiency, 
competitive operations, and quality ship construction, repair, and reconfiguration. 

Eligible Applicants: The shipyard facility for which a grant is sought must be in a single 
geographic location and may not have more than 1,200 production employees. The 
applicant must be the operating company of the shipyard facility. The shipyard facility must 
construct, repair, or reconfigure vessels 40 feet in length or greater for commercial or 
government use, or construct, repair, or reconfigure vessels 100 feet in length or greater for 
non-commercial vessels. 

Eligible Projects: Eligible projects include: (1) capital and related improvement projects in 
small shipyards that will be effective in fostering efficiency, competitive operations, and 
quality ship construction, repair, and reconfiguration; and (2) training projects that will be 
effective in fostering employee skills and enhanced productivity related to shipbuilding, ship 
repair, and associated industries. For capital improvement projects, all items proposed for 
funding must be new and must be owned by the successful grant applicant. 

Once funding announced, applications are due in 30 days. 

 

 

Grade Crossing Elimination Program  

The Grade Crossing Elimination Program was created by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
(BIL) last year, and $600 million will be available for FY22. The program, which over the 
course of five years will provide $5.5 billion for crossing projects, is intended for state and 
local applicants including local governments, metropolitan planning organizations, public 
port authorities, political subdivisions of a state, or federally recognized Indian Tribes. 

Eligible projects—which are not, as the grant title suggests, limited to just crossing 
eliminations—include grade separation, track relocation, improvement or installation of 
protective devices, or other means to improve safety. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



America’s Marine Highway Program (AMH): 

New funding program as of 2019, set aside created in 2021 for small projects at small ports. 

Eligible applicants:  

• Previously designated marine highway projects 
 

 Funding for projects that support the development and expanded use of America’s 
navigable waterways and will help improve our nation’s supply chains and the 
movement of goods throughout the country.   

 Funds can be used for port and landside infrastructure, cargo handling equipment, new 
or used vessel purchase, operational planning design. 
 

NOFO announced January-March timeframe with applications due 60 days after. 

See success and challenge pertaining to this program in the table below. 

 

 

 

 



 

Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) Program 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency established the DERA Program to reduce 
pollution emitted from diesel engines through the implementation of varied control 
strategies and the involvement of national, state, and local partners. DERA includes 
programs for existing diesel fleets, regulations for clean diesel engines and fuels, and 
regional collaborations and partnerships.  

 Program funds grants and rebates that protect human health and improve air quality by 
reducing harmful emissions from diesel engines.  

 Consider: replacement of short haul trucks, terminal equipment, marine vessel engines, 
diesel trucks 

Eligible Applicants: Profit, nonprofit, and public entities that own or operate diesel fleets 
and equipment (American Lung Association)  

See previous awards here: https://www.epa.gov/dera/national-dera-awarded-grants  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.epa.gov/dera/national-dera-awarded-grants


Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements (CRISI):  

• $5 billion over the next 5 years is available for rail projects in the Consolidated Rail 
Infrastructure and Safety Improvements (CRISI) Program; 

• 2022 NOFO issued September 22 
 

• Rural set-aside of funds 

Notices of funding through CRISI are typically announced between February and April of 
each year. A late October announcement came out in 2021. This program leverages private, 
state and local investments to support safety enhancements and general improvements to 
infrastructure for both intercity passenger and freight railroads.   

 Mitigate passenger and freight rail congestion; enhance multi-modal connections; 
and improve and establish new intercity passenger rail corridors. Furthermore, 
CRISI grants are a major source of funding for short line railroads, whose operations 
bolster local economies and are crucial for supply chain fluidity. 

Eligible applicants: 

1. A State (including the District of Columbia). 
2. A group of States. 
3. A public agency or publicly chartered authority established by 1 or more States. 
4. A political subdivision of a State. 
5. A Class II railroad or Class III railroad, including any holding company of a Class II 

railroad or Class III railroad (as those terms are defined in section 20102). 
6. An association representing 1 or more railroads described in paragraph (g). 
7. Any rail carrier or rail equipment manufacturer in partnership with at least 1 of the 

entities described in paragraphs (a) through (e). 
8. The Transportation Research Board and any entity with which it contracts in the 

development of rail-related research, including cooperative research programs. 
9.  A University transportation center engaged in rail-related research. 
10. A non-profit labor organization representing a class or craft of employees of rail 

carriers or rail carrier contractors. 

Applications are due December 1, 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 



Inland Rivers, Ports and Terminals monitors these funding opportunities through the 
different federal agencies, federal register and grants.gov. We will alert IRPT Members 
through email when funding is available and post it on our website: 
https://www.irpt.net/funding-opportunities/ .  

We encourage you to give thought to your strategic master plan and identify infrastructure 
projects that may fall within the above categories so when they become available, you are 
ready to submit your application. 

If you wish to monitor the opportunities yourself, you can register to receive alerts by 
visiting: www.federalregister.gov or www.grants.gov  

https://www.irpt.net/funding-opportunities/
http://www.federalregister.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/

